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NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Mayor Brian J. Lawler, Chairman, 
ex-officio 


Mrs. Rose Ferreira, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Roberta S. Barnet 
Very Rev. C. S. Bebis 
Miss Bernadette Cayer* 
Miss Lorraine Desrosiers 
Mrs. Marianne Drinkwater 
Dr. James R. Hayden 
Mr. Paul Rodrigues 
Mr. Manuel Silveira 
Rev. Brett Snowden 


Laurence H. Solomon, Director 


*Term expired April 1985. 
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The New Bedford Free Public Library 
experienced a great deal of change with the 
retirement of eight employees in the two years 
from July 1, 1983 to June 30, 1985, employees 
who had been on the staff for a combined total 
of 190 years! 

Laurence Solomon also retired this year, 
having served as library director from 
December 10, 1969 to April 2, 1985. 

Dedicated service, accomplishments large 
and small, brief acquaintances and long term 
friendships are all reflected in these many 
years. 

Decrease in the use of the libraries, as 
shown in lower statistics for circulation of 


materials and the number of reference in- 
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quiries, are in part, related to the staff 
shortages that existed as a result of the 
retirements. Filling all of the vacancies, 
many of them professional positions, has been 
an ongoing and long term process. 

Thanks must be extended to those staff, 
particularly department heads, whose efforts 
made it possible to maintain service during 
many months of staff vacancies and related 
demands for training of new personnel. 

In anticipation of functioning once again 
with all of our positions filled, we look 
forward to not only maintaining library 
service, but to expanding it. As a city 
library New Bedford serves nearly 100,000 
residents and as one of the _ subregional 
headquarters libraries LOT the Eastern 
Regional Library System, it serves an ad- 


ditional 230,000 residents of the surrounding 
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communities of Acushnet, Carver, Cuttyhunk, 
Dartmouth, Fairhaven, Fall River, Freetown, 
Marion, Mattapoisett, Plymouth, Rochester, 
Somerset, Swansea, Wareham, and Westport. 

With the continued assistance of our 
Mayor, Board of Trustees, and City Council, 
with the responsive cooperation of city 
department heads and staff, and the efforts 
and interest of our own library staff, we will 
work toward fulfilling our role as providers 
of information to all members of our greater 
community. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Rosemary Medeiros 
Director 
(Appointed July 22, 1985) 
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